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Former president Julio Maria Sanguinetti (1985-1990) of the Partido Colorado is expected to win
Uruguay's Nov. 27 presidential elections, according to recent public opinion polls. Despite political
scandals, the governing Partido Nacional (Blanco) is running a close second to the Colorados in
party preference. However, the leftist coalition Frente Amplio is expected once again to win the
mayoralty in the capital of Montevideo. Sanguinetti, who was the first elected president after the
12-year military dictatorship (1973-1985), is a clear favorite among Uruguayan voters to assume that
office again in 1995. In all voter preference polls taken during 1994, Sanguinetti has been the voters'
first choice for president. In fact, within the Partido Colorado itself, Sanguinetti has 76.7% support.
In the Uruguayan electoral system, parties can run several candidates for the same office; the winner
is the top vote-getter for a specific office within the winning party. Thus, Sanguinetti will be running
against another Colorado candidate in the November elections, former president Jorge Pacheco
Areco, as well as against the opposition candidates.
Although Sanguinetti is a strong presidential favorite among voters in general, the polls show the
three principal political forces running very close. In a nationwide poll by the public opinion firm
Vox Opinion y Mercado released Sept. 22, the Colorados had 27.8% support, the Blancos 25.4%,
and the coalition Encuentro Progresista (which includes the Frente Amplio), 23%. Vox's August
figures were 27.8% for the Colorados, 23% for the Blancos, and 23.9% for the Encuentro Progresista.
The governing Blancos are hampered by a 45% disapproval rating of President Luis Lacalle's
administration.
In addition, the party has been hit by a scandal involving Interior Minister Angel Maria Gianola.
In September, Eleuterio Fernandez Huidobro, the leader of the leftist former guerrilla Tupamaro
group, released tapes sent to his organization anonymously that feature Gianola speaking to a group
of Colorado and Blanco politicians in an Aug. 11 meeting at a military installation. In the taped
conversation, Gianola is heard presenting a government proposal to create a National Guard to
handle internal security.
During the taped presentation, Gianola told those attending that members of the Frente Amplio
had deliberately not been invited to the meeting "since the future of the country is in the hands of
the Blanco and Colorado parties." As Interior Minister, Gianola is in charge of security during the
upcoming elections and his remarks brought denunciations from many organizations, including
members of the ruling party who criticized his lack of impartiality. Opposition sources said the
remarks indicate that Gianola is incapable of acting in a responsible and neutral way during the
elections. Gianola, on the other hand, seemed more concerned about the source of the tapes. He
said they showed dangerous infiltration by the Tupamaros in the security system of the country. The
Tupamaros operated as a guerrilla group during the military regime, but put down their arms and
became a political party, the Movimiento de Liberacion Nacional (MLN), in December 1985. Gianola
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has been under strong criticism, especially by the left, since Aug. 24 when security forces broke up
a demonstration protesting the extradition of three suspected Basque ETA terrorists to Spain. The
police action left one demonstrator dead and scores injured.
Although President Lacalle has stood behind his interior minister in both the tape affair and
the handling of the Aug. 24 demonstration, the administration is concerned about the fallout at
the voting booth. The Blanco's leading presidential candidate, Alberto Volonte, tried to distance
himself from the interior minister, saying Gianola lacks the "neutrality and objectivity" necessary to
supervise elections. In addition to Volonte, other Blanco presidential candidates include professor
Carlos Julio Pereyra and Senator Juan Andres Ramirez. Ramirez, a former interior minister who
supports the creation of a National Guard, accused the Tupamaros and other leftist organizations of
instigating the violence that occurred at the Aug. 24 demonstration. Meanwhile, the Frente Amplio
the nation's third political force, which captured 22% of the vote in the 1989 general elections
controls the city government in Montevideo, home to 45% of the country's 3.1 million people.
The Frente Amplio is expected to win Montevideo again in November. In a Vox poll taken in
Montevideo and released Sept. 16, the Frente received 33.8% support, followed by the Colorados
with 22.5%, and the Blancos with 14.3%%. The Frente's presidential candidate, former mayor of
Montevideo Tabare Vazquez, is running on the ticket for the coalition Encuentro Progresista.
Vazquez has criticized the national unemployment rate and made the creation of more jobs a central
plank of his campaign platform. "One of the principal demands of the people in the interior of
the country is jobs," said Vazquez. "We will continue to fight against inflation, but we will be a
progressive government that works to make sure that the sectors most harmed by the economic
adjustment program are compensated."
Until recently, the Frente Amplio's strongest challenger in the Montevideo race was the Colorado
party's Mario Carminatti, who had strong backing from presidential candidate Sanguinetti.
However, the Montevideo electoral commission (Junta Electoral) declared Carminatti ineligible
because he does not meet the Constitutional norms, which include a three-year residency in the
district and which also prohibit an elected official from occupying a position for more than two
terms. Carminatti, who has served two terms as mayor of Rio Negro, 280 km. northwest of the
capital, claims his office in Montevideo constitutes dual residency and therefore allows him to enter
the Montevideo mayoral race. Carminatti's backers also say the restriction against serving more
than two terms does not apply to serving in a different office. The Colorados have appealed the
ruling to the Electoral Court (Corte Electoral), which has the final say.
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